
 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

 Thank you for your unselfish love and service to the body of Christ. You've made a difference in 

the world we live in. I pray God's multiplied blessings back to you for all your faithfulness, love and 

sacrifice throughout all these years.   

 

"Miracle Baby Survives" 

 

 In 1960, Deborah's mother, Hazel, became pregnant with her and at six months she began 

hemorrhaging severely.  Her husband, Manuel quickly rushed her to the county hospital in Merced CA. 

After her mother was admitted; several minutes later the doctor came out and told Manuel that there were 

severe complications and that he felt he could not save both mother and child.  During the emergency 

cesarean the doctor found the baby had already died in the womb so they removed the unborn baby and 

laid her aside to continue working on her mother to save her life.  As the minutes passed there was a 

sudden faint noise coming from where they had laid the unborn baby.  The nurse hurried over to the baby 

to see what was going on and to everyone's surprise the baby had begun to breathe on its own.  Living in a 

small town, the newspapers already had heard about the miracle and it was posted on the front page of the 

local newspaper in big letters the next morning reading "MIRACLE BABY SURVIVES".  Deborah 

was resurrected from the dead to fulfill Gods kingdom mandate on her life.  Deborah acknowledges that 

Jesus himself came into that emergency room and breathed life back into her lifeless body.  The next 

several years of her life would prove to be most interesting and life threatening as the enemy did his best 

to silence a prophetic voice to the nations.  

 

 In grammar school Deborah had a Christian girlfriend that took her to Sunday school every week.  

The spirit of rebellion was raging on her young life.  Her dad was a very strict disciplinarian and difficult 

to please.  It seemed she could never meet his approval.  She was not allowed to join in school activities 

like sports, or sleep over's at friends’ homes.  This made her rebel even more.  Later her family moved to 

Glenn County and she no longer went Sunday school. 

 

"Life inside Juvenile Hall" 

 

 Deborah was now a freshman in high school.  From the ages of 12-18 she was either 

institutionalized or in the court system.  She was sought out by the local gang who introduced her to drugs 

and deeper crime.  She was also placed in various group homes, juvenile halls and even county jail and 

failed every program offered that they put her in.  Soon after, she was exposed to prostitution, witchcraft 

& many other horrific things that a young girl should never have to go through.  

  

 By the age of 16 Deborah had committed one too many felonies. The judge in Glenn County 

sentenced her to the California Youth Authority in Camarillo CA, a youth prison.  Deborah was a ward of 

the state so they could do whatever they chose with her.  They shackled her feet and waist and handcuffed  

her wrists and flew her from Glenn county in northern California all the way down south to Ventura 

county. The consensus of the diagnostic testing was that Deborah had multiple personalities among other 

issues.  The Judge decided that due to the severity of her last felony of destructive arson that she could be 

institutionalized until she was 23 years of age.  Her sweet 16 was not feeling very sweet. 

 

 Deborah started attending Protestant chapel every week.  There the Holy Spirit was visiting her 

very strongly.  At one particular service she was bodily removed because she was travailing from the 

presence of God being so strong on her.  That night in Deborah's room after the lights had been off for 

some time a very bright light illuminated her room.  She sensed a peace and warmth she knew was not of 

this world.  A figure appeared in a flowing white robe and stood at the end of her bed with arms extended 

saying, "I Am That I Am", "I Am He and I Love You".  Deborah began to cry recognizing it must be the 



same Jesus that she had been introduced to as a kid in Sunday school. She didn't tell anyone of her 

experience because she knew they would think she was crazy.  She had a counselor, “Mrs. C” who prayed 

for her and shared scriptures and told her Jesus would one day allow her to have a worldwide ministry to 

preach the gospel.  Deborah, of course didn't believe her.  

A couple of weeks after this encounter, Deborah was molested by a teacher after class who no 

longer works at that facility.  He told her if she did not continue to allow him to molest her, she would 

have trouble and she refused. Two nights later after she came out of the shower she was assaulted by three 

girls.  A contract was launched to kill her so one of the girls acquired a razor blade and attempted to fulfill 

that contract to kill her.  She was taken off grounds to the nearest county hospital.  She lost a lot of blood 

and was in shock from the trauma.  She heard the doctor say we are losing her.  Again Jesus appeared to 

her in the emergency room and spoke life into her body. They put her in protective custody after that and 

she had to go to court and testify against these three girls that had assaulted her and tried to kill her.  They 

called her parents.  Deborah's dad told them never to call again that he did not have a daughter.  Because 

of her dad's rejection and the present trauma, Deborah wanted to die. As Deborah walked in court past the 

three girls, one of them said "your dead" we have a contract out on your life. It took several weeks for her 

to recover. She went before the parole board and they said we have to get you out of here now or we will 

take you out in a wooden box.  Deborah was to be released on her 18 birthday less than a month away.  

The chief probation officer in Glenn county said don't send her back to me she was the worst of the worst. 

She is incorrigible was their statement. God had a plan & Grandma McGuire's prayers were being 

answered. Deborah would turn 18 upon her release and not be under the jurisdiction of the probation 

department but would be on parole which allowed the parole board to send her back to Glenn County. 

“Famous Family Heritage" 

Fortunately, Deborah had a strong intercessory prayer family behind her.  Her mother's birth 

name is Hazel McGuire from Oklahoma.  Deborah's first cousin is Dony McGuire married to Reba 

Rambo, Dottie Rambo's daughter.  So her grandma Martha McGuire and all Deborah's aunts and uncles 

began an intercessory prayer for her.  Miraculously she was protected in the mafia related drug deals and 

in every facility she was placed in.  Deborah being so distraught and ashamed of her life made an  

astronomical twenty-seven attempts of suicide on her life.  She knows today that it was Grandma 

McGuire's' and her Mother’s prayers that saved her. 

Two years after her release back to Glenn County she attended an Assembly of God church.  An 

evangelist made this plea at the end of the service.  If you don't have anything of any value only  

fragmented broken pieces of your life...come to Jesus.  That day almost 30 years ago she gave her heart to 

Jesus and was radically transformed.  Two years later she met her husband Steve.  She sensed a strong 

call to preach and began to evangelize.  Then in 1990 they started their own ministry Promised Land 

World Outreach.  They began ministering to the homeless and the broken. Deborah prayed and asked the 

Lord to make a platform for her to be able to minister to the troubled youth in their county. Over 20 years 

later the door opened. 

"First Youth Chaplain" 

In August 2004, Deborah made history in Glenn county; she was sworn in as the "First Youth 

Chaplain" ever!  Ironically, this was the exact same probation department that sent her to the California 

Youth Authority (CYA) and said don't send her back to us, and now they opened the door for her to serve 

as their first Youth Chaplain. Deborah has now been ministering to these kids for a total of 14 years and

serving as the county Youth Chaplain for 11 years. Deborah has witnessed many kids lives set free and

transformed through these years.  This year Steve and Deborah have plans of opening some transitional 

homes for troubled youth in her county where she serves. Her heart is to create a safe place that these kids 



 

 

can transition safely from adolescent into young adulthood and find the blueprint that God has developed 

for their lives. 

"Destined to Live the Good Life" Orphanage Grand Opening 

 

 In August of 2010, Deborah and her husband Steve opened an orphanage in Kitwe Zambia where 

they have done missionary work there for the past 15 years.  Deborah loves to be a voice for her Daddy 

"God" and an expression of his heart revealing his love, compassion, mercy, and grace to anyone broken 

and hurting.  She believes anyone's life can be totally restored and transformed as she has seen it so 

powerfully in her own life and innumerable others through the years.  Every time a small orphaned child 

crawls into a warm secure bed, or a lost condemned and confused teenager turns their heart to Jesus, 

Deborah smiles and rejoices at the brokenness she endured all those years ago and says it was worth it all 

to see another life transformed and set free.  God has gloriously removed the shame of her youth and she 

and her Daddy, Manuel are closer today than ever before because of God's love that has penetrated both 

of their hearts and they are a true witness of  God's ability to heal and restore any broken relationship. 

 

"Personal Reference" 

  

 Deborah Powell is an extraordinary woman of God.  Having faced several life threatening 

challenges growing up, she has a powerful testimony of faith conquering tragedies with triumphs.  Her 

relatability and transparent testimony of her own life and the realness of her journey has both inspired and 

convinced others that with God all things are possible.  Deborah has an in-depth knowledge, combined 

with her prophetic insight that guides us on a spiritual journey of the truth that sets us free to become all 

that God has created us to be.  No matter where a person is on their journey toward the heart of God, 

Deborah’s prophetic insight and ability to communicate profound spiritual truths and wisdom of God’s  

word propels us to the next step.  Deborah shares from her heart how to find victory, balance, peace, 

purpose and freedom from the pain of our past.  Deborah is a true example of God's love forgiveness & 

grace because her life has radically been transformed and she loves to share her testimony everywhere she 

goes.  I believe Deborah would be an inspiration to your ministry and your viewers.  I prayerfully ask that 

you would consider meeting with her personally.  You will love her warm down to earth anointing.  She  

is recognized by many for having a strong accurate timely prophetic word. Her heart is humbled at the 

opportunity to be a glory carrier for Gods kingdom.  

 

For more information, contact Deborah & Steve at (530) 934-4248. 


